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•   Bakersfield City School District
•   Kern County Superintendent of Schools
•   Kern County Hospital Authority
•   Javier Lozano
•  Bakersfield Memorial Hospital,
  Dignity Health Services 
••  Alert Disaster Restoration
•  Beneficial State Foundation
•  Kern County Employee Retirement
  Association
•  Bank of America (Main)
•  Margaret Palmer
•  Valley Strong Credit Union
••  Kern Community Foundation

•  United Ways of California
•  Costco Wholesale
•  Federal Express
•  Bakersfield Electric Motor Repair
•  Dollar General
•  Kern Health Systems
••  Automobile Club of Southern California
•  PNA Construction Technologies
•  Wal-Mart #2557-Main
•  Centric Health
•  Southern California Edison Company
•  BNSF Foundation

            “TOGETHER & STRONGER THAN EVER, WE’LL GET THROUGH THIS”
            Dear Friends, Partners and Donors of United Way of Kern County,

                        What a year this has been! 2020 will never be forgotten. There were too many loses; in my case, I had    
               to face the worst experience of my life with the loss of my 20 year old son Sebastian right at the                    
.                                   beginning of this crisis. A year like no other for many of us who struggle with grief everyday of our lives.    
.                                   Yet, we seem to have managed to be on our feet, concluding this year and still standing in the middle of a 
pandemic which continues to destroy families, business and communities.What we have in front of us is not easy to see, 
what we left behind is not easy what we left behind is not easy to admit, but what we have in the present is our lives and our hope for better times. Our FAITH 
has brought us together, and together we have become stronger in Unity and Spirit.

It has been 3 years since I joined this organization, and the wins are too many to list here. Therefore, 2020 shouldn’t be 
identified as a year of loss; on the contrary, due to its hardship our wins have been even bigger and more significant than 
before.

With our $1.3 Million dollar donation from an anonymous donor, sponsors such as No Kid Hungry, and the help from our 
community who generously donated via our helpkern.org relief fund, we were able to accomplish many wins:

  • 60,000+ meals distributed in 30 days during the summer, in partnership with the Bakersfield Marriott
  • $350,000 distributed in individual financial assistance to those affected by COVID-19
  • $300,000 distributed to agencies who were impacted by COVID-19
  • Over 55,000 PPE distributed in the county
  • Over 3,400 backpacks with school supplies were distributed in East and South Kern
  • 2,000 meal distribution in partnership with the Vineland School District
  • Over 600 grocery gift cards distributed to rural families in need during the holidays

These kinds of pThese kinds of projects were not part of our programs, but we had to step up and do what was right for our community.  Our 
highly affected underserved communities in the rural areas, senior centers, agricultural fields and economically 
disadvantaged school districts were in need, and we there for them.  Many organizations came afloat and enthusiastically 
collaborated with UWKC to fulfill our mission. Kern County continues to be an amazing giving community, from individuals to 
large corporations.

LiLife has given us all an opportunity to sculpt a better version of ourselves, and I strongly believe we have done such.  The 
work is never over, just as social justice will never be completely accomplished, but our path has been redefined and new light 
is guiding us.

Stay strong and stay UNITED!

Con amor,

Mari Pérez-Dowling, President & CEO 

•   State Farm Insurance
•   State Employee Campaign
•   Canyon Hills Assembly of God
•   San Joaquin Community Hospital
•   Virginia and Alfred Harrell Foundation
•   RWE Renewables Americas




